THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
theory of class war is explicitly set forth in the Com-
munist Manifesto. While the productive forces are
considered to be the basic element in history, and the
conditions of production as a form of development of
these forces, whereas all the rest is nothing but an
ideological superstructure and, as such, a consequence
of the conditions of production, class war is the method
or the form in which the historical evolution of mankind
is accomplished. We read in the first paragraph of the
Communist Manifesto: " The history of all societies that
existed up to our time, is the history of class struggles;
free men and slaves, patricians and plebeians, barons
and serfs, masters and companions of a guild, in short,
oppressors and oppressed, lived in constant opposition
to one another, and in uninterrupted warfare against
one another, a war which at certain times was latent and
at other times became open strife, and which every time
ended either in a revolutionary transformation of the
whole society or in the extinction of both classes ".
We do indeed find class struggles or at least class
differences in nearly all countries and times since civilisa-
tion began. It was Plato who wrote, " There are two
states in the state, one is that of the rich, the other that
of the poor ". In Athens and in Rome class struggles
went on for centuries. They play a conspicuous part
in all mediaeval countries and towns as well as in modern
times ; and now, at present, since the classes have become
conscious of the struggle and since there exists a theory
of it, it plays an even greater part than ever before.
Nevertheless, the way in which history is declared
to be merely a record of class struggles, is open to objec-
tion. In the German original it is said, " the history
of all forms of society up to our own time is the history
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